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(54) Method and system for authentication and electronic signature 



(57) The method for authentication and electronic 
signature is of the private-key, challenge and response 
type between a user requesting an authorisation (for a 
specific transaction, or for access to particular 
resources), via, for example, a smart card (1) and a con- 
troller -check terminal (2) -supplying the authorisation. 
To increase security of the authorisation or authentica- 
tion operations, the smart card (1) comprises a chaotic 
generator (23) generating user's acknowledgement 
code, which is compared with a comparison code gen- 
erated by the check terminal (2) using a chaotic gener- 
ator (30) which is the same. 
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Description 

[0001 ] The present invention relates to a method and system for authentication and electronic signature. 
[0002] In the modern theory of cryptographic techniques, a fundamental part is played by systems and methodologies 
s for authentication of the user (sender or recipient), or of the message, and of certification of the authenticity of the data 
(electronic signature), to protect the exchange of data on channels that are publicly accessible, against active attacks 
aimed at detracting from integrity of an original message, with the possibility of a non-authorised third party interacting 
directly with the sender and/or recipient parties. The purpose of these systems is to prevent a communication channel, 
which is mistakenly thought to be secure, from being used for unplanned or undesirable purposes (undesirable execu- 
te tion of transactions and drawing up of contracts, acts of intimidation, computer piracy or terrorism, or acquisition of 
selective access data, for example relating to payment). 

[0003] A problem of this type is all the more serious, the more the mechanism for handling the data can be kept con- 
cealed from one party or the other: the extent of the damage caused by an active attack is far greater than that caused 
by a passive attack, in which the pirate user simply listens to, and deciphers data considered secret, and is transmitted 

15 in cryptographic form on a channel. 

[0004] Furthermore, it has been found in the last few years that by using ever more powerful computing means or 
distributed computer resources, successful attacks have been made on the most powerful cryptography algorithms now 
in existence, such as DES, which until a few years ago were considered impossible to "crack". 
[0005] Within the context of known authentication systems, use is frequently made of "challenge and response" 

20 authentication methods that have a private key (secret-type cryptographic algorithm), which is known only to the two 
parties which want to communicate. In these methods, one of the two parties generates a random number, which is also 
supplied to the other party, both parties compute independently, and each uses its respective private key and the ran- 
dom number generated, and this code is then compared with the code calculated by the other party, to verify the author- 
isation and access to specific resources and/or to authenticate a message sent with the acknowledgement code. 

25 [0006] As is known, in an authentication system of this type, the security of the system itself, i.e. the probability of a 
pirate user finding the key that opens the entire system, once the authentication system is known to everyone, is asso- 
ciated with the following factors: 

1) secrecy of the key ; 

30 2) statistical incidence of the key in the coded message, i.e. to what extent the statistical distribution of the symbols 
in the key can detract from the security of the system (this is the case of cryptographic systems in which the user 
is asked to select the cryptographic key; here there is a high probability that words which make complete sense will 
be used, with statistical incidence of each symbol that is typical of the language or vocabulary used, to the detri- 
ment of the security of the algorithm itself and the cryptographic key); 

35 3) pseudo-random distribution of the symbols in the coded text, i.e. index of coincidence of each symbol that is as 
small as possible, according to the Friedman test or K-test (the typical case of a cryptographic system which does 
not comply with this principle, and is therefore easy to attack, is Vigenere's cipher); 

4) statistical recurrence of the maps of correspondence between a text or portion of text written out in full, and the 
corresponding text in coded form. 

40 

[0007] The object of the invention is thus to provide a method of the challenge and response type that has an 
improved level of security compared with the known methods, as far as the above<Jescribed criteria 2) - 4) are con- 
cerned. 

[0008] According to the present invention, a method, an integrated circuit and a system for authentication and elec- 
45 tronic signature are provided, as defined respectively in claims 1 , 2, 10 and 16. 

[0009] For better understanding of the present invention, two preferred embodiments are now described, purely by 
way of non-limiting example, with reference to the attached drawings, in which: 

- figure 1 shows a block diagram relating to a first embodiment of the present method; 

50 

- figure 2 is a bifurcation diagram for a chaotic generator used according to the method of figure 1 ; 

- figure 3 shows a block diagram relating to a second embodiment of the present method; 
55 - figure 4 shows a block diagram relating to the method of figure 3; 

figure 5 shows a block diagram relating to circuit architecture for implementation of the present method; 
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figure 6 shows the block diagram of a component of figure 5; 
figure 7 shows the state diagram of one of the blocks of figure 6; 
5 - figure 8 shows the internal architecture of another block of figure 6; and 
- figure 9 shows a different embodiment of the block of figure 8. 

[0010] Hereinafter a method and a system are described for authentication and electronic signature of the private- 

10 key, challenge and response type between at least two parties, i.e. a user who requests an authorisation (for a specific 
transaction, or for access to particular resources), or who sends an authenticated message, and a controller which sup- 
plies the authorisation or checks the authenticity of the message received. For example, the user can operate by means 
of a "smart carcT, and interact with a check terminal or a remote controller, via an interface terminal. To increase the 
security of the operations of authorisation or authentication, the system described uses a chaotic generator for gener- 

is ation of the user's acknowledgement code or signature. 

[001 1 ] In this specification, the term "chaotic generator" means a non-linear dynamic circuit with chaotic development, 
which is extremely sensitive to its initial conditions, such that the signals generated from two initial conditions which are 
as close as required to one another, tend very quickly to diverge, and over a period of time develop in a manner which 
is altogether uncorrected to one another. As is known, the typical development of a chaotic signal resembles a random 

20 signal, the value of which at the moment t+At is all the more unforeseeable at the moment t, the greater At. From the 
statistical point of view also, a chaotic process is by nature a non-stationary, and in particular it is a non-periodic proc- 
ess, such that its frequency content continually changes its distribution ("randomness"). Thereby, the generator of the 
chaotic signal used for acknowledgement cannot be identified simply by observation of a high number of exchanged 
acknowledgement signals, even on a public network. 

25 [001 2] Figure 1 shows the flowchart for the authentication method of a smart card 1 including an integrated circuit 1 a 
to allow access to data and/or resources of a system via a gate comprising a check terminal 2. The card 1 and the check 
terminal 2 interact via respective input/output means, represented schematically in the figure by horizontal arrows. 
[001 3] In this embodiment, both the card 1 and the check terminal 2 can generate a chaotic signal internally (in a con- 
cealed manner); for this purpose they have a chaotic generator circuit (an embodiment of which will be illustrated here- 

30 inafter with reference to figures 5-8) which, on the basis of an initial condition X 0 selected randomly in an n-dimensional 
space, generates an output signal RES. The chaotic generators of card 1 and check terminal 2 can be programmed (in 
the same manner) through a series of parameters representing the cryptographic key K=K' (private or symmetrical key 
system). 

[0014] In particular, with reference to figure 1 , initially, after the check terminal 2 has detected insertion of a card 1 in 
35 an appropriate reading slot (YES output from block 10), it asks card 1 to transmit identification data, including PIN (Per- 
sonal Identification Number), block 12. When card 1 receives the request (block 13), it transmits this data (block 14). 
After receipt of the data transmitted by card 1 (block 15) and checking the identification data (for example by asking the 
user for the PIN and comparing this with the PIN received from card 1) and optionally requesting the type of operations 
or type of access required by the user, block 16, check terminal 2 generates a signal or initial datum Xq via a random- 
40 value generation circuit 1 7, and also, again using circuit 1 7, it generates a number P greater than a minimum predeter- 
mined value P 0 and representing a development time of the chaotic generator, i.e. the number of iterations, in the case 
of a discrete generator (block 18). 

[0015] Subsequently, check terminal 2 transmits signals of the initial datum Xq and the development time P, both to 
card 1 and to its own chaotic generator, block 20. Then, card 1 receives signals Xq and P, block 22, and transfers them 
45 to its own chaotic generator 23, which, on the basis of Xq and P, and a secret key K stored in a location 24 of card 1 
itself, calculates an authentication code RES' using a function f k ,(x), block 26. Card 1 then transmits authentication code 
RES' to check terminal 2, block 28. 

[001 6] After transmitting Xq and P, check terminal 2 in turn calculates a comparison code RES, using initial datum Xq, 
development time P, and its own secret key K, which is stored in an appropriate location 29, via an own chaotic gener- 

50 ator 30, implementing a function f k (x) which is the same as f k ,(x) (block 32). For example, the secret key K used by gen- 
erator 30 can be selected, on the basis of the received PIN number, from a data base or a memory having several 
locations, each associated in a known manner with a specific user or group of users, such that the function f k (X) is dif- 
ferent for various users or groups of users. Then, after receiving the authentication code RES' from card 1 (block 34), 
check terminal 2 compares just calculated comparison code RES with authentication code RES' received from card 1 

55 (bloc* 36); if these codes are equal (YES output from block 36), it accepts the card and supplies an authorisation for 
access or for executing the required operations (block 38); if the codes are not the same (NO output from block 36), it 
checks whether access has already been attempted three times (block 40); if this is not true (NO output), a further 
attempt is made, returning to block 18, but if the result is positive (YES output), card 1 is disabled by disabling the PIN 
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identification number (block 42), as already happens for most access control systems. 

[001 7] Tlie above-described method has the following advantages. Firstly, use of chaotic generators with a key allows 
the user, by means of his card, via the authentication code, to supply a response (or a series of responses), which is 
completely unpredictable for an external observer from the interrogation which the check system (terminal) generates 

5 randomly in the individual cases. 

[0018] The random variation of the number of discrete instants (development time P) in which the chaotic generator 
is allowed to evolve ensures that even when the terminal-card system is observed for a sufficiently large number of 
times, an observer cannot characterise the generator even in statistical form, which, in the case in question, would allow 
reconstruction of the phase diagram of the generator, by characterising the specific attractor (although qualitatively). 

10 [0019] The possibility of generating a (theoretically infinitely) high number of different keys K, by modifying radically 
the behaviour of the dynamic system, can easily be used during construction and parametrisation of the chaotic gener- 
ator. In fact for this purpose, the infinite number of states characterising a chaotic generator near a bifurcation is 
exploited (as shown in figure 2 for a chaotic generator which implements the function f k (x)=Kx1-x). This possibility is 
exploited in this specific case by using discrete words of any length, from a continuous-time, non-linear dynamic sys- 

15 tern, within an appropriate range of parameters that govern the bifurcation. In fact, by virtue of the features of chaotic 
systems, the continuous-time chaotic system can be discretised starting from two values of the parameters which are 
infinitely close to one another (i.e. which are distant by 1 less significant bit [LSB], irrespective of the word length). In 
suitable conditions, designed to avoid cyclicity of the wave forms generated by the discretised system and known to per- 
sons skilled in chaotic systems, two chaotic generators with parameters which may even be very similar, will produce 

20 results which are altogether different from one another when they are allowed to evolve for an appropriate time interval. 
[0020] The computational complexity of this system depends substantially on the order of the digitalised chaotic gen- 
erator (f k , function), on the discretization accuracy and on the evolution time interval before giving the response, i.e. on 
parameters which can be adapted arbitrarily according to the security level to be achieved. 

[0021] Figure 3 shows a second embodiment of the present method, relating to use as a certification and electronic 
25 signature method, in the case of a transaction between a user, an interface terminal (which acts as a card reader), and 
a banking system. In particular, reference is made to a case where the user, holding a card again indicated at 1, must 
purchase from a generic terminal 50 (with which he interacts by means of respective input/output circuits represented 
symbolically by oblique arrows) with reference to a banking system represented by a check processor 51 connected to 
terminal 50 in a known manner (for example by a dedicated line or telephone line, also represented schematically by 
30 arrows). 

[0022] In detail, initially, after terminal 50 has detected insertion of a card 1 in the appropriate reading slot (YES output 
from block 60), it asks card 1 to transmit the identification data (PIN), block 62. When card 1 receives the request (block 
63), it transmits this data (block 64). After receiving the data transmitted by card 1 (block 65), terminal 50 communicates 
to the user the data relating to the transaction (payment amount), and asks the user to enter the PIN, block 66; as soon 

35 as terminal 50 receives the PIN from the user, it compares it with the PIN received from the card 1 for user certification, 
in a known manner, indicated in the figure by self-certif ication block 68. Terminal 50 then composes a message M to be 
transmitted to check processor 51 (block 70), and to which an electronic signature must be added. In particular, mes- 
sage M comprises identification number of the terminal itself POSJD, date, payment amount, any predetermined data 
or information associated with terminal 50, and PIN. The message is associated with a random number generated by 

40 a random number generator 71, which number represents the development time of the chaotic generator, i.e. the 
number of iterations, in the case of a discrete generator. Message M is preferably divided into blocks Xj, each accom- 
panied by a respective random number Pj, Then, block 72, terminal 50 supplies card 1 with the message blocks (Xj, Pj). 
[0023] After receiving blocks Xj and respective random numbers Pj, block 74, card 1 transfers them one at a time to 
its own chaotic generator 23, which, on the basis of a function f k ,(X) using a secret key K stored in location 24 of card 

45 1 , on the basis of the preceding calculation result (CERT), calculates a new result (CERT), block 76, for each block Xj, 
and carries out Pj iterations, as shown schematically with reference to figure 4. 

[0024] In figure 4, message M comprises a plurality of message blocks X^ X 2 , .... X m , supplied in succession to a first 
input of a node 97 defining an arithmetic operator (for example an EXOR). The output of node 97 is supplied to a gen- 
erator block 98 including chaotic generator 23, or the chaotic generator associated with check processor 51 and imple- 

50 menting function f k (x); for each message block M, the respective value Pj is also supplied to generator block 98; the 
output of generator block 98 thus supplies value CERT, and is connected to a second input of node 97. At each j-th iter- 
ation, when a new message block Xj arrives, generator block 98 is then supplied, as an initial value, with the sum of 
message block Xj and final signal CERT calculated in the previous iteration, and generator block 98 calculates a new 
value CERT, by applying function f k ,(x) for a number of times equal to Pj; the final result (after processing of the m-th 

55 message block X^ defines the electronic signature. 

[0025] With reference again to figure 3. when all message blocks have been processed, card 1 sends electronic sig- 
nature CERT to terminal 50, block 78. 

[0026] When terminal 50 receives the electronic signature CERT (block 80), it composes the original message 
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(formed by blocks Xj and respective random numbers Pj) with the electronic signature CERT (Mock 82), transmits them 
to check processor 51 , and waits for confirmation from check processor 51 (block 84). When it receives the transmitted 
message (block 88), check processor 51 , having an own chaotic generator 87, calculates an authentication signature 
CERT using blocks Xj, respective random numbers Pj, and its own secret key K, stored in an appropriate location 89 

5 (block 90). At the end of calculation of the comparison signature CERT, check processor 51 compares just calculated 
comparison signature CERT with electronic signature CERT received from terminal 50 (block 92); if the two signatures 
are equal (YES output from block 92), check processor 51 generates a confirmation message for terminal 50 (block 94), 
enabling it to accept the transaction; if the signatures are not the same (NO output), check processor 51 rejects the card 
and sends a corresponding message (block 96). 

10 [0027] The above-described method ensures security of all components of the transaction (card 1 , terminal 50, and 
check processor 51). 

[0028] Here, recourse to chaotic generators is carried out by card 1 and check processor 51. which checks authen- 
ticity of the signature, with the same criterion adopted for authentication described with reference to figure 1 , whereas 
terminal 50 in this case simply acts as an intermediary between user and banking system. 
is [0029] Signature generation from the sent message blocks and the series of time intervals generated by terminal 50 
ensures that if the message were corrupted at any point of transmission, the corrupted version would not be recog- 
nised, and message itself would be rejected. 

[0030] Consequently, any fraudulent attempt to modify the message would immediately be revealed, and stopped by 
virtue of lack of correspondence of the message with the electronic signature which accompanies it. In addition, use of 
20 a chaotic generator and a private key ensures that the electronic signature can be reconstructed only by the recipient 
of the message (card management centre), for the reasons already illustrated. 

[0031 ] Hereinafter, a circuit architecture will be described for implementing the authentication and electronic signature 
operations, as shown in aforementioned blocks 26 and 76. Similar architecture can be implemented for blocks 32 and 
90. 

25 [0032] Figure 5 shows the block diagram implementing an integrated circuit 1 a bonded to smart card 1 . This diagram 
is however valid for other implementations in dedicated systems and architectures needing a check of user and data 
authenticity, for ensuring access security to a specific service, i.e. where it is necessary to verify the integrity of data 
and information exchanged during for example an electronic transaction operation, by providing a certificate of authen- 
ticity forming an electronic signature. 

30 [0033] In detail, in figure 5, integrated circuit 1a comprises an I/O interface 100 for receiving data from terminal 2 or 
50, and transmitting thereto the required data, including PIN and authentication code RES' or electronic signature 
CERT, as indicated in the figure by a 16 bit bus 103. The I/O interface 100 is connected to a cryptographic unit 101 via 
a two-way data bus 104 (receiving the authentication code or the electronic signature), and to a controller 102 via a 16 
bit data bus 105 and a line 106, on which instructions are exchanged; a line 107 from the I/O interface 100 also supplies 

35 an external clock signal CK to cryptographic unit 101 and to controller 102. 

[0034] Controller 102 is connected to a memory 110 storing data (including the PIN) of card 1 via a bus 111, and to 
cryptographic unit 101, for exchange of signals S, R and RD, via lines 1 12a, 1 12b. 

[0035] Cryptographic unit 101 comprises a crypto-processor 1 13, an internal clock generator 1 14, a series of regis- 
ters 1 15, and storage location 24 for the key K. In detail, internal clock generator 1 1 4 receives the external clock signal 

40 CK, and generates an internal clock signal CK1 supplied to crypto-processor 1 13 on a line 122. For example internal 
clock generator 114 may comprise a frequency multiplier, thereby internal clock signal CK1 has multiple frequency with 
respect to external clock signal CK. Location 24 (for example comprising 64 non-volatile memory cells and connected 
to controller 102 via a programming line 128 shown as a broken line), contains the programmable secret key K which 
is supplied to crypto-processor 1 13 via a 64 bit bus 123. whereas registers 1 15 are connected to crypto-processor 113 

45 via a 64 bit bus 124. 

[0036] Cryptographic unit 101 is located in an area of integrated circuit 1a which is concealed from the exterior, by 
virtue of a metal layer 127 covering circuit 1a to prevent fraudulent acquisition of stored data and structures by suitable 
inspection techniques. 

[0037] The purpose of controller 1 02 is to manage flow of data between terminal 2, 50 and memory 1 10, data writing 
so and updating in memory 1 1 0, programming of location 24, and to check that the operations carried out by crypto-proc- 
essor 113 are synchronised with interface 100. 

[0038] Figure 6 shows a block diagram of crypto-processor 1 1 3 in case of the authentication method of figure 1 , and 
comprises a control unit 120, preferably formed by a states machine, and chaotic generator 23, implementing function 
f k (x). Control unit 120 and chaotic generator 23 communicate via 64 bit buses 125, 126. 
55 [0039] Control unit 120 receives start S and reset R signals on lines 1 12a, signal CK1 on line 122, initial datum Xq on 
16-bit line 104a, and iteration number P on 16-bit line 104b, and supplies as output ready signal RD on line 112b and 
output datum OUT (corresponding to the authentication code) on 16-bit line 104c; lines 104a, 104b and 104c together 
form bus 104. 
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[0040] In particular, control unit 120 executes the algorithm shown in states diagrams of figure 7, and comprises the 
following states: 

STATE 0: assigns "1 " to RD (showing that it is available for a new operation), resets the value of register N (belonging 
to the group of registers 115 and representing the number of iterations carried out) and assigns value Xq 
to register X (belonging to the group of registers 1 15). after standardisation to 64 bits. It then waits for start 
signal S to be activated, to progress to state 1 ; 

STATE 1 : recalls function f k (x), supplying the value of internal register X, and progresses to state 2; 

STATE 2: reads the value generated by function f k (X) and supplies this value to X, increments the value of internal 
register N, and progresses to state 3; 

STATE 3: rf the value of register N is lower than P, it returns to state 1. otherwise it progresses to state 4; 

STATE 4: allocates "0" to RD (indicating that it has finished the operation) and supplies the output OUT with value 
f k (x), after standardisation to 1 6 bits. It waits until signal S has been deactivated to return to STATE 0; this 
prevents it from restarting a new process after having terminated the current process. 

20 [0041] If the method according to figure 3 is to be implemented, it will be appreciated that in addition to control unit 
120 and chaotic generator 23, the crypto-processor 113 must also comprise a unit which activates summation node 97 
of figure 4, and the algorithm of control unit 120 must be modified such as to comprise the control states of the summa- 
tion node and of the iteration of the combination of the message blocks (external loop of block 76). 
[0042] An embodiment of the chaotic generator 23 is shown in figure 8, in case the following function is implemented: 



75 



25 



f k (x) = K.x.(1 -x) where 0<x<1 and 3<K<4. 



[0043] Chaotic generator 23 comprises a combinatorial logic unit including a first and a second multiplier 130, 131 
and a subtracter 132. In detail, first multiplier 130 has two inputs connected to buses 123 and 125, and a (128 bit) output 

30 connected to an input of second multiplier 131; subtracter 132 has a first input also connected to bus 125, a second 
input receiving the value "1 " and standardised to 64 bits, and a (1 28 bit) output connected to the second input of second 
multiplier 131 ; the output of second multiplier 131, which has 64 bits, is connected to bus 126. 
[0044] Figure 9 shows a different embodiment of chaotic generator 23, implementing function f k (x) in a combined ana- 
logue-digital mode. In detail, the circuit of figure 9 comprises a digital/analogue converter 140, to the input of which 

35 (indicated at 1 25, by analogy with figure 8) there is supplied the initial datum Xq or the result X of the preceding iteration, 
and the output of which is connected to a non-linear-type analogue circuit 142 which can be programmed digitally (via 
an input, again indicated as 123) which implements function f k (x); the output of analogue circuit 142 is connected to an 
analogue/digital converter 144 supplying at its output (again indicated as 126) the digital value corresponding to the 
analogue value generated by circuit 142. 

40 [0045] In the circuit of figure 9, presence at the input and at the output of the initial datum and the result in digital form 
ensures that a same calculation accuracy level is obtained (to the least significant bit) both by the card 1 and by the 
check component (terminal 2 or processor 51). and thus ensures generation of the same acknowledgement code, start- 
ing from same initial conditions and using a same key. 

[0046] In general, selection of the embodiment of the circuit implementing the function f k (x) in a purely digital manner 
45 (as in figure 8), or with a combined analogue/digital signal (figure 9), depends, in the individual cases, on the require- 
ments in terms of circuit complexity, accuracy and sensitivity to process variations. In particular, implementation of func- 
tion f k (x) in a purely digital form generally provides a high level of accuracy, and requires greater circuit complexity 
(owing to the presence of a larger number of transistors to implement the digital multipliers, with a consequent increase 
in the bulk of the device), compared with the circuit embodiment in hybrid form, shown for example in figure 9. 
so [0047] Finally, it is apparent that many modifications and variants can be made to the method and the architecture 
described and illustrated here, ail of which come within the scope of the invention, as defined in the attached claims. 
For example, besides the described two applications, the present method can be applied to a direct transaction request 
from a terminal or personal computer, which includes acknowledgement code generation structures (authorisation or 
signature) and message generation structures, similarly to the arrangement described with reference to figure 3. In 
55 addition; improvements relating to security can be obtained by adopting complex chaos generation functions, with a 
higher number of parameters which form the key. These characteristics make the system very secure as far as preven- 
tion of attacks based on the statistical method are concerned. 
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Claims 

1. A method for generating an authentication and electronic signature signal, for use in an acknowledgement and 
authorisation system, comprising the step of generating an authentication and electronic signature signal by using 
a private key, characterised in that said step of generating an authentication and electronic signature signal com- 
prises the step of generating a chaotic signal. 

2. A method for authentication and electronic signature, comprising the steps of generating an authentication and 
electronic signature signal by using a private key; generating a comparison signal by using a second private key 
equal to the first private key; and comparing said authentication and electronic signature signal with said compari- 
son signal, characterised in that said steps of generating an authentication and electronic signature signal and gen- 
erating a comparison signal comprise the step of generating a chaotic signal. 

3. A method according to claim 1 or 2, characterised in that it comprises the step of acquiring an initial signal; and in 
that said step of generating a chaotic signal is performed on the basis of said initial signal. 

4. A method according to claim 3, characterised in that said initial signal is a random signal. 

5. A method according to daim 3, characterised in that said initial signal comprises a message to be transmitted. 

6. A method according to claim 5, characterised in that said step of acquiring an initial signal comprises the step of 
acquiring a plurality of message blocks. 

7. A method according to claim 6, in which said message blocks comprise at least a first message block, a successive 
message block and a final message block; characterised in that said step of generating a chaotic signal comprises 
the steps of: 

a) acquiring the first message block; 

b) generating a chaotic output signal from said first message block; 

c) combining said chaotic output signal with the successive message block to obtain a combined block; 

d) generating a new chaotic output signal from said combined block; 

e) repeating said steps c) and d) as far as the last message block; and 

f) supplying said chaotic output signal as the signature of said message. 

8. A method according to any one of claims 1 -6, characterised in that it further comprises the step of acquiring a ran- 
dom signal, and in that said step of generating a chaotic signal comprises the step of activating a chaotic generator 
for a development time correlated to said random signal. 

9. A method according to claim 7, characterised in that it also comprises the step of acquiring a respective random 
signal for each message block, and in that said steps b) and d) comprise the step of activating a chaotic generator 
for a development time correlated to the respective random signal. 

10. An integrated circuit (1a) for generating an authentication and electronic signature signal, for use in an authentica- 
tion and electronic signature system, comprising a generation unit (101) for generating an authentication and elec- 
tronic signature signal which uses a private key; characterised in that said generation unit (101) comprises a 
chaotic generator (23). 

11. An integrated circuit according to claim 10, characterised in that it comprises first acquisition means (104a, 97) for 
acquiring an input signal, said first acquisition means being connected to an input of said chaotic generator (23; 
98). 

12. An integrated circuit according to claim 1 1 , characterised in that said first acquisition means (104a, 97) comprises 
receiving means (104a) for receiving successive blocks of message; summing means (97) having a first input con- 
nected to an output of said respective chaotic generator (98), a second input connected to said receiving means, 
$nd an output connected to the input of said chaotic generator (98); and first iteration control means (120) for acti- 
vating said summing means and said chaotic generator for each message block. 

13. An integrated circuit according to any one of claims 10-12, characterised in that it comprises second acquisition 
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means (104b) for acquiring a random development time signal; second iteration control means (120) receiving said 
random development time signal and repeatedly controlling said chaotic generator (23) for a development time 
which is correlated to said random development time signal. 

5 14. An integrated circuit according to claim 12, characterised in that it comprises an interface unit (100); a crypto- 
graphic unit (101) connected to said interface unit; a control processor (102) connected to said interface unit and 
to said cryptographic unit; and a memory unit (110) connected to said control processor; and in that said crypto- 
graphic unit (101) comprises a crypto-processor (113), a plurality of internal registers (115), and a permanent 
memory (24) for said private key. 

10 

15. An integrated circuit according to claim 14, characterised in that said crypto-processor (113) comprises a control 
unit (120) and a digital circuit (23), said control unit comprising a states machine, and said digital circuit (23) com- 
prising said chaotic generator. 

15 16. An authentication and electronic signature system comprising first generator means (26; 76) for generating an 
authentication and electronic signature signal using a first private key; second generator means (32; 90) for gener- 
ating a comparison signal using a second private key equal to the first private key; and comparison means (36; 92) 
receiving said authentication and electronic signature signal and said comparison signal, characterised in that said 
first and second generator means (26; 76, 32; 90) comprise a respective chaotic generator (23, 30; 87). 

20 

17. A system according to claim 17, characterised in that it comprises a first random generator (1 7) supplying an initial 
random signal to said first and second generator means (26; 32). 

18. A system according to claim 1 7, characterised in that it comprises a generator (70) for a message to be transmitted; 
25 and transmitter means (72, 82) subdividing said message into a plurality of message blocks, and supplying said 

message blocks to said first and second generator means (76, 90) as an initial signal. 

19. A system according to claim 18, characterized in that said first and second generator means each comprise: 

30 - summing means (97) having a first input connected to an output of said respective chaotic generator (98), a 
second input receiving a message block and an output supplying a combined block; 
- first iteration control means (120) activating said summing means (97) and said chaotic generator (98) for each 
message block. 

35 20. A system according to any one of claims 16 to 19, characterised in that it comprises a second random generator 
(71) generating a random time development signal, and in that said first and second generator means (76. 90) each 
comprise respective second iteration control means repeatedly controlling said respective chaotic generator (23, 
87) for a development time correlated to said random time development signal. 

40 21 . A system according to any one of claims 1 6 to 20, characterised in that it comprises a smart card (1) and a check 
terminal (2) comprising respective input/output means connectable to one another, and in that said first generator 
means (26) belong to said smart card (1) and in that the second generator means (30) belong to said check termi- 
nal (2). 

45 22. A system according to any one of claims 16 to 20, characterised in that it comprises a smart card (1), an interface 
terminal (50), and a central check unit (51). said smart card (1) and said interface terminal (50) comprising respec- 
tive first input/output means connectable to one another; said interface terminal (50) and said central check unit 
(51) comprising respective second input/output means connected or connectable to one another; in that said first 
generator means (76) belong to said smart card (1) and in that the second generator means (90) belong to said 

so check unit (51). 
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